Leadership Update – April 2026

Leadership Update and Schools Bulletin: https://www.leadershipupdate-rbwm.co.uk/
Governance Training Link: https://www.leadershipupdate-rbwm.co.uk/core-training-programme-for-governors-and-clerks/
Quality of Education
	Item
	Committee/individual 

	SEND - teacher training programme
The DfE have announced a £200 million the new training offer will cover learners with SEND from 0 to 25.
From 2027, staff will have access to flexible courses and practical advice. 
 Further details will be set out in the Schools White Paper.

For further information please follow the link.
	

	Attendance comparison reports available
Updated attendance reports are now available on View your education data (VYED), showing named top‑performing similar schools and your indicative attendance baseline improvement expectation (ABIE).
The link will take you through to be able to access your similar schools comparison report.

	

	Standards and testing agency
This link will take you to this term’s headlines for Reception, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.
	

	About the contextual GLD score
A school’s contextual good level of development (GLD) score is an estimate of GLD, with certain cohort characteristics (such as the proportion of children eligible for free school meals (FSM) or with special educational needs (SEN)), considered.
Please follow the link if you would like access to the full article.

	

	Focus on Reading in Secondary
Information on the mandatory reading test that all pupils will sit at the age of 13.
For further information follow the link.
	

	School inspections - Frequently asked questions
A direct link to an Ofsted Blog where they are publishing the most frequently asked questions, it is regularly updated.
	

	Are You Ready for September?
From September 2026, all schools will be legally required to update their Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) curriculum and have an up-to-date written policy in place for relationships education or (where applicable) RSE. 
The link will take you directly to the DFE Guidance.
	

	Early Years Foundation Stage
The DFE has released some guidance for Foundation Stage leaders completing the EYFS profile this summer.  
Please follow link for all the details and links to assessment support for practitioners.
	

	RE Updates
The National Society has updated its guidance on withdrawal from RE. In addition to the previous advice to grant withdrawal requests without delay or question they have produced further guidance.
This guidance is summarised and available by following this link. 
	


Development
	Upcoming Energy Contract Renewals
If your school’s energy contract is due for renewal soon, we encourage you to consider moving to a longer-term variable-rate basket, such as the DfE Energy for Schools Service.
Please follow the link for further details.
	



Leadership 
	Schools White Paper
White Paper outlines a long-term structural and pedagogical reform of the English education system, with a heavy focus on inclusion, standardised SEND support, and multi-academy trust (MAT) expansion. 
Follow the link for further information, Clive’s summary and Stakeholder Tool-Kit.
	

	Gender Guidance for Schools
The DFE has announced that it will incorporate new guidance on responding to requests from children who wish to socially transition (by changing name and/or pronoun), into its safeguarding guidance.
For more information, please follow the link.
	

	Ambition to Expand Inclusion Bases
An update on helping parents and schools understand what support is available and what good practice looks like. The desire to build on the many excellent examples of local authorities, schools and trusts creating bespoke provision that combines the best of mainstream and specialist education, and to invest in further provision through our £3.7bn high‑needs capital investment.
Follow the link for further details.
	

	Generative AI safety standards for education
Information for all education settings: Education Secretary launches new generative AI safety standards for education.
Please follow the link to access these AI Safety Standards.
	

	Estimating Your Academy Funding Allocation
The guidance has been updated on estimating your academy funding allocation  to include information for academies opening between Wednesday 1 April 2026 and Wednesday 31 March 2027.
Please follow the link.
	

	Keeping Children Safe in Education
The Department for Education has published the draft Keeping Children Safe in Education
(KCSiE) 2026 for consultation, ahead of planned implementation from September 2026. The
The proposed revisions include updated terminology and clarify safeguarding definitions, alongside a
Stronger emphasis on early help, multi-agency working, and universal community-based support.
Follow the link for a summary of the changes.
	

	Meeting Digital Standards
The updated Digital Standards place a stronger emphasis on digital resilience, particularly in the areas of cybersecurity, data protection, and business continuity. This reflects the increasing risks schools face from cyber incidents, system failures, and data breaches, all of which can disrupt learning and compromise essential operations.
Follow the link for the full guidance.
	

	Ofsted Headteachers Newsletter
The latest edition of Ofsted’s newsletter for headteachers and school leaders from Lee Owston – HMI National Director.
The link will take you to the newsletter.
	

	Pupil Premium Guidance and Grants
Information: Pupil premium guidance, conditions of grant technical note and indicative allocations for 2026 to 2027. School leaders are advised to review the conditions of the grant, they also need to review the updated pupil premium technical note, updated guidance on using pupil premium and the indicative allocations for 2026/27. All schools that receive pupil premium must publish a strategy statement by 31 December each academic year.
The link will take you to – conditions of grant, a link to using pupil premium and the allocations help centre article.
	


Behaviour 
	Guidance on restrictive interventions and reasonable force
The restrictive interventions, including use of reasonable force, in schools guidance was published alongside legislation requiring schools to record and report significant uses of force and incidents of seclusion to parents.
Headteachers and senior leaders should read the updated guidance which will become effective on 1 April 2026.
You can follow the link for the  guidance.
	

	NEW  Phone free schools
The Education Secretary has written to schools about our strengthened mobile phones guidance in schools. The guidance states that schools should be
 phone-free environments for the entire school day, including breaktimes and lunchtimes.
Follow the link for the full guidance.

	

	SEND Attainment Gap Continuing to Widen
Follow the link for details from the latest Annual Report from the Education Policy Institute.
	

	DfE screen time guidance
DfE guidance published this week aims to give parents clear, evidence-backed advice on screen time for children under five.
Please follow the link to see the recommendations and full guidance.
	

	Pupil absence in schools in England
Statistics on the levels of overall, authorised and unauthorised absence in state-funded schools were published by the Department this week. In 2024/25, the overall absence rate was 6.78%, down from 7.15% in 2023/24 but still above the pre-pandemic level of 4.73% in 2018/19.
For more details, please follow the link.
	


Safeguarding 
	Changes to Keeping Children Safe in Education
The Department has opened a consultation seeking views on proposed changes to the statutory guidance Keeping children safe in education (KCSIE).
The statutory guidance sets out:
· What schools and colleges should do
· The legal duties that they must comply with to keep children safe
We have listed the main proposed changes in annex D of the draft statutory guidance document.

	

	Leadership Update and Schools Bulletin - NEW - Prevent Duty
Guidance and links for Prevent Information and about how to make a referral about a child, young person, or vulnerable adult at risk of being drawn into extremism is available via this link. All staff and Governors must complete Prevent Training.
	

	Leadership Update and Schools Bulletin - Single Central Record Guidance
Guidance on which checks must be recorded.
All check lists available via the link.
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